
Question 01 Question 02 Question 03

Sign here to �ght
the pandemic

Research report

Discover more

SCHOOL OF DESIGN

FINAL SYNTHESIS DESIGN 
STUDIO Sect. C3 
LM in Communication Design 
A.A. 2021/2022

AUTHORS

Alice Bocchio
Michele Bruno
Maria Celeste Casolino
Luca Draisci
Virginia Leccisotti
Barbara Roncalli
Sara Zanardi

FACULTY

Michele Mauri
Ángeles Briones
Gabriele Colombo
Simone Vantini
Salvatore Zingale

TEACHING ASSISTANTS

Elena Aversa
Andrea Benedetti
Tommaso Elli
Beatrice Gobbo
Anna Riboldi

GROUP 05

Sign here to fight the pandemic.
An analysis of petition trends on the 
Change.org platform

Index

Q1

Q2

Q3

Which are the most 
common words used on 
Change.org by those who 
leave a comment a�er 
signing petitions about 
mandatory masks in the 
U.S.A.?

Which are the most 
common subjects and 
graphic treatments of the 
images used in American 
petitions about mandatory 
masks on Change.org? 

Which topics are most 
frequently associated with 
Covid-19 in Canada, Great 
Britain, India, Italy and the 
United States in petitions 
posted on Change.org? 

SCHOOL OF DESIGN

MEDIAZIONI ALGORITMICHE
Final Synthesis Design Studio 
Sect. C3 — LM in Communication 
Design, A.A. 2021/2022



2 3

One of the most frequent arguments of those 
who critique online activism is that it rarely 

By looking at online activism during the 
Covid-19 pandemic - a period of time during 
which even the willing could not take part in street 
rallies - we have been able to focus our 

they are presented, rather than trying to 
estimate their success or consequentiality.

What is slacktivism 
on Change.org?

We have  based our research on 
Change.org, one of the most popular 

online. Starting from a global analysis 

most, we progressively narrowed or 

Signature count

Country  
automatically associates a 
language to each petition.

Image Subject  a subject 
has been assigned by us 
to each petition trough. 

Comment  
users can leave a comment explaining 
why they signed.

Image  users can upload an 
image or video to use as a 
cover photo.

Tags  
used to indicate a petition’s 
general subject.
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Petitions 
and topics

Question 01

tags country
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Question N°1

Which topics are 
most frequently 
associated with 
Covid-19 pandemic 
in Canada, Great 
Britain, India, Italy 
and the United States 
in petitions posted 
on Change.org? 

Online activism has been part of our 
online experience during the covid 
pandemic. Lockdown and social 
distancing made it the only option to 
promote a cause in a digital public 
space. Our research seeks to survey 
the most relevant petition topics in the 
five countries that used Change.org the 
most during the pandemic.
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Dataset

Health

Health and 
sefety

Mask to �ght 
covid-19

Family

Mask choice

Mask in school

Politics

Entertainment

School

Tuition refound

Animal

Covid-19 school 
closure

Covid-19 grading

Racial justice

Education

Local

Human rights

Economic justice

Other

Environment

Criminal justice

College and 
university

Immigration

Unmasking

Unmask our kids

Pass-fail grading

Food

Reschedule 
graduation

Tags present in more than one country

immigration Canada

mask Canada

mental health Canada, Great Britain

racial justice Canada, Great Britain

remote learning Italy

Tags with more 
related petitions

Color

Learning
Healthcare
Territorial
Economy
Rights
Government
Other

Tag use frequency

Tag present only
in this country

Tag present in 
all �ve countries

Tag

Tag present in
more than one country

How to read it

Shapes Density

Cluster of 
petitions

1% or less
of petitions

20% of 
petitions

United States tag network
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